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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1952. 

To  the  Chairman  of  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  of  Whitefield. 

July,  1953. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1952  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  district. 

The  population,  according  to  the  Registrar  General’s  esti¬ 
mate  for  1952,  increased  slightly  to  12,940. 

The  adjusted  live  birth  rate  was  also  higher  at  13.4  per  1,000 
of  the  population.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  15.3  per 
1,000  of  the  population. 

The  *adjusted  death  rate  was  14.6  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
compared  with  the  national  rate  of  11.3  per  1,000. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths,  and  the  infant  mortality  rate 
was  17  per  1,000  live  births.  This  figure  is  well  below  the  rate 
for  England  and  Wales,  which  is  27.6,  but  where  small  numbers 
are  involved,  as  in  Whitefield,  it  is  necessary  to  take  a  five  or 
ten  year  average.  The  average  infant  mortality  for  the  last  five 
years  in  Whitefield  is  30.4,  compared  with  30.6  for  the  Country. 

There  was  no  undue  incidence  of  illness  or  outbreak  of 
infection.  There  was  one  death  from  infectious  disease,  due  to 
poliomyelitis.  There  were  no  deaths  from  tubercu’osis. 

Food  hygiene  has  continued  to  receive  detailed  attention 
throughout  the  year,  and  met  with  the  ready  co-operation  of  food 
traders. 

Three  out  of  17  samples  of  raw  milk  were  found  to  contain 
tubercle  bacilli,  and  one  out  of  21  samples  was  bacteriologically 
unsatisfactory.  The  sale  of  milk  infected  with  tuberculosis  is  a 
serious  danger  to  babies  and  young  children.  Parents  can  protect 
themselves  and  their  children  by  refusing  to  buy  raw  milk  unless 
it  comes  from  tuberculin  tested  cattle.  Alternatively  they  can 
buy  heat-treated,  i.e. ,  pasteurised  or  sterilised  milk. 

It  is  strange  to  reflect  that  a  bottle  of  milk  will  be  rejected 

*  “  adjusted  ”  means  corrected  to  a  standard  population  for 
purposes  of  comparison  with  other  districts. 
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because  it  is  turning  sour,  a  change  which  in  itself  is  harmless, 
but  the  same  purchaser  will  accept  raw  milk  which  may  contain 
a  fatal  dose  of  tuberculous  infection.  Parliament  has  passed 
legislation  to  stop  the  sale  ol  infected  milk,  but  the  law  moves 
slowly,  and  not  until  October,  19f>4,  will  the  sale  of  raw  milk, 
other  than  from  tuberculin  tested  cattle,  be  prohibited. 

The  water  supply  was  mainly  satisfactory,  but  a  considerable 
number  of  samples  were  bacteriologically  unsatisfactory.  Investi¬ 
gations  suggest  that  filtration  of  all  sources  of  supply  is  advisable. 

Representations  have  been  made  to  the  Irwell  Valley  Water 
Board. 

I  he  number  of  houses  completed  by  the  Council  during  the 
year  was  01,  together  with  six  completed  by  private  enterprise. 
There  are  applications  for  re-housing  from  820  Whitefield  families 
who  art1  not  living  in  self-contained  units  of  accommodation. 

A  number  of  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  about 
unpleasant  odours  emanating  from  a  chemical  works  situated 
just  outside  the  district.  The  Alkali  works  inspector  was  con¬ 
sulted,  and  he  was  able  to  advise  on  the  reduction  of  the  nuisance, 
but  a  certain  amount  of  offensive  odour  is  inevitable,  and  it  is 
unfortunate  that  such  a  works  should  have  been  opened  near  a 
residential  area. 

I’nder  the  National  Assistance  Act,  19-18,  authority  was  given 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  arrange  for  the  removal  of 
persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention  who  were  living  under 
unsatisfactory  conditions.  Two  such  persons,  both  old  people 
without  relatives  to  help  them,  were  removed  during  the  vear. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  express  to  members  of  the  Council 
the  thanks  of  the  Department  for  the  interest  they  have  taken 
in  the  work.  They  have  given  their  support  at  all  times,  and  their 
enthusiasm  for  the  welfare  of  the  district  which  thev  serve  is  a 
most  encouraging  feature  in  the  administration  of  the  Health 
Services. 

I  am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  T.  WADE, 

Medical  Officer  ofHealth. 
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Table  I.— STATISTICAL  SUMMARY. 

Area — 3,261  acres. 

Population — Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident 

population,  mid-1952  .  12,940. 

No.  of  inhabited  houses,  according  to  Rate  Book  at  the  end 
of  1952—4,417. 

Rateable  Value,  1952 — ^81,521. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  1952/3 — ^332. 

Table  II.— VITAL  STATISTICS,  1952. 

Total  M.  F. 


Legitimate  ... 

.  173 

85 

88  ] 

Live 

Births 

Illegitimate  .. 

4 

3 

1 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of 
>  the  estimated  resident 

Total 

177 

88 

89 

y 

population — -13.7 

Still  Births . 

3 

1 

2 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 
and  still)  births — 17. 

Deaths  (all  ages) 

177 

88 

89 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  average 
population — 13.7. 

Adjusted  birth-rate — 13.4  (comparability  factor) — 0.98. 
Adjusted  death-rate — 14.6  (comparability  factor)— 1.07. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ....  Nil. 

Other  Maternal  causes  Nil. 
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Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  :  — 

Total.  Male.  Female. 

Legitimate  .  3  —  3 

Illegitimate  .  —  —  — 


Total .  3  —  3 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  17 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  22 

„  „  Measles  (all  ages)  .  — 

,,  „  Whooping-cough  (all  ages)  — 
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Table  III.— CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1952. 


Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

Tuberculosis,  other  .  . 

Syphilitic  disease  .  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Meningococcal  infections  .  .... 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

Measles  . 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  diseases 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents  . 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war . 


M. 


1 

3 
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4* 

17 

13 

3 

15 

4 

4 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

2 


F. 


1 

5 

4 

2 

14 

11 

1 

22 

7 

4 

4 


2 

1 

8 

3 


All  causes 


88 


89 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  water  supply  is  obtained  from  the  Irwell  Valley  Water 
Board. 

Source  of  Supply — Upland  Surface. 

Supplies  to  Houses — 

From  Public  Mains — 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses,  4,332. 

Estimated  Number  of  Population,  12,940. 

From  Private  Supplies  (Wells,  Springs,  etc.) — 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses,  9. 

Estimated  Number  of  Population,  38. 

The  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quantity  during 
the  year. 

No.  of  Bacteriological  examinations  taken  by  the  Irwell 
Valley  Water  Board,  138,  four  of  which  were  unsatisfactory. 

Four  Bacteriological  examinations  of  the  raw  water  were 
made.  All  unsatisfactory  without  treatment. 

No.  of  Bacteriological  examinations  taken  by  Local  Authority 
30,  20  of  which  were  unsatisfactory. 

No.  of  Chemical  Analysis,  30. 

Results  :  Satisfactory. 

All  water  is  chlorinated. 

Plumbo  solvent  action  :  The  water  is  lime  treated. 

138  Analysis  were  made  with  mainly  satisfactory  results. 

Extension  of  water  supply:  56  yards  of  3in.,  553  yards  of 
4in.,  552  yards  of  6in.  main,  namely  for  new  housing,  were  laid 
during  the  year. 

Section  C — Housing  1936  Act. 

Attention  was  given  during  the  year  to  various  defects,  and 
full  details  are  given  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 

Seven  representations  were  made  in  respect  of  unfit  houses, 
and  in  each  case  demolition  orders  were  made.  During  and  since 
the  war  the  clearance  of  old  property  in  areas  or  groups  of  houses 
has  not  been  possible,  but  the  time  is  approaching  when  this 
work  can  be  commenced,  and  initial  surveys  are  now  being  made. 

Sixty-seven  new  houses  were  completed  during  the  year. 
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Milk  Supply. 

(a)  Licences. — The  following  Licences  under  the  Milk 
(Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  (Amendment)  Regulations, 
1949.  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 


Milk)  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1949,  have  been  issued: 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (1)  Bottling  .  Nil 

(2)  Distribution  .  14 

Accredited  Milk  (1)  Bottling  .  Nil 

(2)  Distribution  .  Nil 

Pasteurised  Milk  (1)  Bottling  .  Nil 

(2)  Retail  Distributors  .  .  20 

Sterilised  .  23 


(b)  Dairies,  Milk  Shops. — There  are  26  Retail  purveyors  of 
Milk.  Regular  inspections  of  the  premises  were  made  during  the 
year,  and  conditions  were  satisfactory. 

Action  taken  by  local  authority  in  relation  to — 

(a)  Raw  Milk — 

(i)  Tuberculosis — biological  tests. 

No.  of  samples  17.  Positive  3.  Negative  14. 

(ii)  Bacteriological  examinations. 

No.  of  samples  21.  Satisfactory  20. 
Unsatisfactory  1. 

(iii)  Sediment  tests. 

No.  of  samples,  None. 

(b)  “  Heat  Treated  ”  Milk. 

(i)  Phosphatase  test. 

No.  of  samples,  20.  Satisfactory,  20. 
Unsatisfactory,  None 

(ii)  Turbidity  test. 

No.  of  samples,  4.  Satisfactory,  4. 
Unsatisfactory,  None. 

(iii)  Methylene  Blue  reduction  test. 

No.  of  samples,  21.  Satisfactory,  20. 
Unsatisfactory,  1. 

(iv)  Tuberculosis. 

No.  of  samples,  None. 
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No.  of  notifications  of  tuberculous  milk  forwarded  to  the 
Divisional  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
(this  will  normally  be  the  total  of  positive  samples  indicated  in 
parts  (a)  (i)  and  (b)  (iv)  above) — 3. 

Results  of  Ministry  investigations  during  the  year  arising 
from  notifications  by  the  local  authority — 

No.  of  veterinary  inspections,  5. 

No.  of  cases  where  animals  seized  under  Tuberculosis  Order, 
1938,  2. 

No.  of  animals  seized,  2. 

No.  of  cases  reported  negative  where  animals  had  been  sold  prior 
to  investigation,  2 

No.  of  cases  reported  negative,  no  animals  seized. 

Meat  Supply. 

Routine  inspection  of  meat  in  shops  has  continued.  Details 
are  given  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 

Ice-Cream. 

There  are  32  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream. 
The  number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  was  21,  of  which 
20  samples  reached  a  satisfactory  standard  under  the  Provisional 
Grading  Scheme. 

Bakehouses,  Food  Shops,  Fish  Fryers,  and  Meat  Shops. 

Routine  inspections  have  been  made  of  all  the  above  premises 
throughout  the  year.  Conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
The  total  number  of  inspections  was  291. 
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Table  IV. 


Disease 

Total  of 
notified 
cases 
(corr’ctd) 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

24 

18 

— 

Diphtheria  (including  membranous 
croup) 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  (excluding  German  Measles) 

64 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough 

41 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  (Primary  and 
Influenza) 

9 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  (Sonne)  ....  . 

54 

4 

— 

Food  Poisoning  ....  . 

— 

— 

— 

Total  number  of  cases  ... 

193 

22 

— 

The  following  pathological  and  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tions  were  made  during  1952  : — 

Diphtheria  —  31.  Typhoid  —  12. 

Scarlet  Fever  35.  Dysentery  129. 


TABLE  V.— NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1952. 

(after  correction). 
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Table  VI. 
DIPHTHERIA. 


Year. 

No.  of  Cases. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

1933 

.  17  . 

1 

1934 

11  . 

Nil. 

1935 

14 

Nil. 

1936 

.  17  . 

.  2 

1937 

14 

1 

1938 

.  51 

2 

1939 

32 

1 

*1940 

.  6  . 

1 

1941 

3  . 

Nil. 

1942 

.  .  Nil . 

Nil. 

1943 

.  Nil . 

Nil. 

1944 

4 

Nil. 

1945 

5 

Nil. 

1946 

Nil. 

Nil. 

1947 

1 

Nil. 

1948 

.  Nil.  .  .  . 

Nil. 

1949 

.  ...  Ni . 

Nil. 

1950 

.  t  1 

.  Nil. 

1951 

.  Nil. 

Nil. 

1952 

.  Nil. 

.  Nil. 

•  Immunisation  Scheme  started  May,  1940. 
t  Clinical  diagnosis  only,  not  confirmed  bacteriologically. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

Table  VII. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  During  1952. 


NEW  CASES 

D1 

EATHS 

Age  Periods 

Res 

p’t’y 

non-  RespYry 

Resp’t’y 

non-Resp’t’ry 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Years  0 —  . 

„  1—  . 

„  2—  . 

„  5—  . 

„  10—  . 

„  15—  . 

„  20—  . 

„  25—  . 

„  35— 

„  45—  . 

„  55—  . 

„  65—  . 

„  75  &  upwards 

1 

2 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Z 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

5 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Nil. 

National  Assistance  Act  1948 — Section  47. 

Two  old  people  were  dealt  with  under  this  Section.  One  case 
was  that  of  an  old  woman  aged  86  years  living  under  insanitary 
conditions  and  without  anyone  to  help  her.  She  persistently 
objected  to  removal  to  hospital  for  treatment  for  her  legs,  and 
she  was  in  constant  danger  of  burning  to  death  as  she  crouched 
over  an  open  fire.  Arrangements  were  made  for  a  woman 
magistrate  to  be  present  at  the  time  of  her  removal,  and  for  a 
district  nurse  to  accompany  the  old  woman  to  hospital.  In  the 
second  case,  also  an  old  woman  in  need  of  care  and  attention,  she 
raised  no  objection  to  her  removal,  and  this  was  effected  without 
difficulty. 


Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

Inspections  in  regard  to  general  hygiene,  sanitary  accommo¬ 
dation,  and  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire,  have  been  carried  out. 
Close  co-operation  is  maintained  with  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories. 
Details  of  the  inspections  are  given  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Report.  A  report  given  under  Section  128  of  the  Factories  Act, 
1937,  is  appended. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT 

OF  WH ITEFIELD. 

Health  and  Cleansing-  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Whitefield. 

July,  1953. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
24th  Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  area 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1952,  whilst  the  section  of 
the  report  dealing  with  Cleansing  is  for  the  financial  year  ending 
March  31st,  1953. 

During  the  period  under  review  1,880  premises  were  visited, 
215  nuisances  or  defects  were  found,  and  203  abated. 

The  work  of  the  Department  has  progressed  satisfactorily 
throughout  the  year,  nevertheless  much  more  could  be  done  if 
there  was  the  staff  available.  First  consideration  at  all  times  has 
been  given  to  that  work  which  was  most  essential. 

May  I  express  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee,  Clerk  of  the  Council,  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Surveyor,  and  the  staff  in  general,  my  appreciation  for  the 
assistance  and  co-operation  shown  to  me  during  the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

B.  HODGSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS. 
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Bakehouses  .  ....  ....  ....  ....  37 
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Knackers  Yards  and  Slaughter-houses  ....  58 
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Factories  re  Smoke  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Factories  ....  .  ....  .  27 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ....  *  ....  ....  11 

Dwelling-houses —  Public  Health  Acts  73 

Housing  Acts  15 

Infectious  Diseases  35 

Council  Houses  133 

Re-visits — Public  Health  Acts  ....  156 

Housing  Acts  23 

Infectious  Diseases  ..  12 

Drains — New  Buildings  ....  ....  9 

Old  Buildings  .  ....  ....  57 

Piggeries  and  Stables  11 

Builders  and  Owners  Interviewed  3 

Rodent  Control  ....  ....  535 

Work  in  Progress — Public  Health  Acts  47 

Housing  Acts  8 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  9 

Shops  Act  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  91 

Cleansing  Visits  ....  ....  ....  ....  33 

Miscellaneous  ....  ....  ....  100 

Housing  Tenancy  ....  ....  .  29 

Caravans  .  ....  .  20 

Schools  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  8 

Licensed  Houses  ....  ....  ....  ....  19 

Smoke  Observations  ....  ....  ....  10 

Water  Samples  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  30 
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SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED. 

Interior  of  Houses. 

1951  1952 

Stairs  Repaired  .  —  1 

Ceilings  and  walls  replastered  .  55  19 

New  Skirting  Boards  fixed  .  2  11 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  .  6  6 

Dampness  Abated  .  42  14 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed  .  10  10 

New  sinks  fixed  . 3  2 

Sink  waste  pipes  renewed  or  repaired  .  9  1 

Ventilation  improved  .  13  16 

Fire  Ranges  repaired  .  6  4 

Doors  renewed  or  repaired  .  3  3 

Handrails  fixed  .  3  4 

Houses  cleansed  .  1  — 

Brickwork  repaired  .  4  2 

Hot  water  Service  repaired  .  1  — 

Windows  made  to  open  .  —  7 

Adequate  water  supply  provided  .  —  12 

Service  pipes  repaired  .  —  3 

Exterior  of  Houses. 

Roofs  repaired  .♦ .  13  17 

Walls  repointed  or  Rendered  . 32  13 

Chimneys  repaired  or  rebuilt .  14  5 

Eaves  Gutters  renewed  or  repaired  .  27  11 

Yards  repaired  or  re-paved  .  6  3 

Rain  water  pipes  renewed  .  6  10 

Rain  water  pipes  disconnected,  from  drains  ....  1  — 

Brickwork  repaired  .  —  3 

Walls  rebuilt  .  1  — 
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Drainage. 

1951  1952 

Drains  Cleansed  .  17  12 

Drains  repaired  .  2  7 

Drains  reconstructed  .  1  1 

New  Glazed  Gullies  fixed  .  3  — 

Ventilation  Shafts  repaired  .  1  1 

Inspection  Chambers  repaired  .  —  2 

Sanitary  Conveniences. 

Pail  converted  to  W.C .  1  — 

W.C.  Fittings  renewed  or  repaired .  5  3 

W.C.  Structures  repaired  or  rebuilt  .  7  1 

W.C.  Service  Pipes  repaired .  3  2 

Pail  Closets  provided  in  lieu  of  privy  closets....  5  — 

Rochdale  Pails  renewed  .  1  2 

Waste  Water  Closets  converted  to  fresh  water 

closets  .  5  — 

W.C.  Pedestals  renewed  .  4  — 

W.C.  Cleansed  .  3  — 

Accommodation  for  House  Refuse. 

Dust  Bins  renewed .  305  283 

Dust  Bins  provided  in  lieu  of  Privy  Middens  6  2 

Miscellaneous  .  2  — 

Accumulations  removed  .  4  2 
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HOUSING. 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  following  table  that  much  time 
and  attention  was  devoted  to  this  important  subject. 

In  September  a  report  was  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Committee  giving  a  detailed  list  of  the  substandard  houses  in  the 
district,  and  in  submitting  this  report  I  fully  appreciated  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  deal  with  it  in  its  entirety  for  many  years. 
Nevertheless  I  felt  that  such  information  would  be  useful  for  the 
Council  when  considering  any  future  programme  that  may  be 
brought  forward  when  circumstances  permit. 

In  consequence  of  inspections  carried  out,  seven  Representa¬ 
tions  were  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the 
Housing  Act  1936,  and  in  each  case  demolition  orders  were  made. 

Number  of  New  Houses  Erected. 

During  the  year  67  houses  were  built  in  the  area. 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  .  61 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  .  6 


67 

1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses. 

1 —  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

formally  or  informally  for  housing  defects  (under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  .  82 

(b)  Number  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal,  rnade 

for  the  purpose  .  232 

2 —  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  (above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula¬ 
tions,  1925  and  1932  .  14 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  60 

3 —  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  .  12 

4 —  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to 

be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  76 
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2. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  Without 
Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  their  officers  .  41 

3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the 

Year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  0,  10  and  10  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1930: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 


formal  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ....  None. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which,  after  service 
of  formal  notices,  were  rendered  fit : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  None. 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  None. 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
formal  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to 
be  remedied  .  1 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  1 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  None. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 


Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  7 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  3 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936 : — 

( 1  )  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 


rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  .  None. 
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(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  .  None. 


4. — Housing  Act  1936 — Part  IV. — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  .  * 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  * 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  ^ 

*  Not  known  with  any  degree  of  accuracy. 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  dur¬ 

ing  the  year  .  5 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  dur¬ 

ing  the  year  .  4 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ....  31 

Disinfestation. 


One  complaint  was  received  during  the  year  of  infestation  of 
bed  bugs,  and  was  on  inspection  found  to  be  a  minor  infestation, 
and  was  suitably  treated  with  D.D.T. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  THE 

FOOD  SUPPLY. 

Regular  inspections  were  carried  out  of  all  food  premises  in 
the  area  where  food  was  manufactured,  prepared,  or  sold  during 
the  year. 

The  Lancashire  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act,  1951, 
became  operative  in  the  district  on  the  1st  March,  1952,  and 
premises  which  had  previously  been  registered  under  the  Lanca¬ 
shire  County  Council  (Rivers  Board  and  General  Powers)  Act, 
1938,  were  not  covered  by  the  above  Act  of  1951.  Application, 
therefore,  was  made  to  the  Ministry  by  the  Council  to  adopt 
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Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  As  a  result  of 
such  adoption  32  Certificates  of  Registration  were  issued  for  the 
purpose  of  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice-cream,  and  33  Certifi¬ 
cates  of  Registration  were  issued  in  respect  of  premises  used 
in  the  manufacture  of  preserved  foods,  and  comprised  as  follows  : 


Manufacture  of  Meat  Pies,  etc .  13 

Manufacture  of  Sausages  and  Preparation  of 

Cooked  Meats  .  12 

Fish  Fryers  .  8 


Under  the  Lancashire  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act, 
1951,  Certificates  of  Registration  as  a  Hawker  of  Food  were 
issued  in  nine  cases,  three  of  which  were  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream. 

Full  co-operation  was  received  from  the  Hawkers  generally, 
each  having  been  supplied  with  a  copy  of  the  “  Code  of  Practice 
approved  by  the  Council. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

The  provision  of  the  above  Act  relating  to  the  sampling  of 
food  for  quality  are  administered  by  the  Lancashire  County 
Council. 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  S.  C.  Gawne,  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  for  the  following  summary  of  works  carried  out  in 
this  district : — 


SAMPLES  TAKEN. 

A  total  of  78  samples  was  obtained.  Of  these  40  were  of 
milk  (this  total  includes  3  Channel  Islands  Milk),  and  the  32 
others  comprised  : 


2  Tea 

2  Zinc  Ointment 

1  Seidlitz  Powder 

Extra  Strong 

2  Pork  Sausages 
2  Custard  Powder 

1  Saccharin  Tablets 
4  Syrup 

1  Synthetic  Cream 
1  Cornflour 
4  Sulphur  Ointment 
1  Rice 


1  Sponge  Cake  and  Sponge 
Pudding  Mixture,  Sweetened 

1  Kruschen  Salts 

2  Rum 

1  Ground  Almonds 
1  Fruit  Cake 
1  Chocolate  Roll 
1  Eccles  Cakes 
1  Oatmeal 
1  Margarine 
1  Cooking  Fat. 
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All  the  samples  were  reported  by  the  County  Analyst  to  be 
genuine  with  the  exception  of  the  following  : — 


Sample. 

Result  of  Analysis. 

Action  Taken. 

1  informal  pork  sausage 

Deficient  25  per  cent,  of 
the  minimum  percent¬ 
age  of  meat. 

Formal  sample 
obtained. 

1  pork  sausage  . 

Contained  90  parts  per 
million  sulphite  pre¬ 
servative  (expressed  as 
sulphur  dioxide)  with¬ 
out  declaration. 

Vendor  cautioned. 

Ice-Cream. 


21  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  and  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination,  and  the  results  were  as  follows  : — 

15  Provisional  Grade  1=71.4% 

5  „  „  2=24.4% 

1  ,>  >>  4=  4.'2% 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  record  that  of  the  samples  taken  only 
one  was  classified  as  Provisional  Grade  4. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  following  unsound  foods  were  condemned  and  surrendered 
from  shops  in  the  area  : — 

3  tins  of  Pilchards 
1  --lb.  tin  of  Ham 

33  tins  of  Milk 

4  tins  of  Peas 

6  tins  of  Luncheon  Meat 

7  tins  of  Ham 
1  tin  of  Jellied  Veal 
9  tins  of  Shrimps 
1  tin  of  Apples 
1  tin  of  Stewed  Steak 

12  tins  of  Tomatoes 

Knackers  Yard. 

Under  the  Lancashire  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act, 
1951,  which  became  operative  on  1st  March,  1952,  it  became 
obligatory  on  the  owner  of  the  following  animals,  namely  :  Horses, 
cattle,  sheep,  goats  or  pigs  where  the  animal  owing  to  emaciation 


2  tins  of  Cream 
30  tins  of  Plums 
53  tins  of  Kidneys 
4  tins  of  Beans 
182  tins  of  Cherries 

1  Chicken 

2  tins  of  Lambs  Tongue 

1  Beast’s  Kidney 

11  lbs.  of  Australian  Beef 

2  tins  of  Soup 

58  tins  of  Sardines 
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or  disease  is  slaughtered  otherwise  than  for  sale  for  human  con¬ 
sumption,  to  notify  the  authorised  officer  of  the  Local  Authority 
of  the  intention  to  slaughter. 

There  is  one  Knackers  yard  in  the  area  to  which  frequent 
visits  have  been  made,  and  the  premises  have  been  found  to  be 
maintained  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 


Shops  Act,  1950. 

At  the  request  of  the  County  Council,  this  Council  agreed 
to  your  Sanitary  Inspector  carrying  out  the  inspectoral  duties 
which  the  County  Council  are  required  to  administer  under  the 
provisions  of  the  above  Act,  in  addition  to  the  duties  for  which 
the  Local  Authority  is  responsible. 

AM  reports  relative  to  inspections  carried  out  are  forwarded 
to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  whose  staff  carry  out 
the  administrative  duties  appertaining  thereto: — 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  work  carried  out  during  the 
year : — 


Month. 

February 

April  . 

May  . 

June  . 

July  . 

August  ... 
October  .. 
December 


Inspections. 

4 

6 

...  10 

9 

...  15 

1 

6 

...  40 


Total 


91 


Number  of  contraventions  reported  to  the  County  Council 
as  to  : — 

Failure  to  exhibit  Form  “  K  or  otherwise  supply  a 
copy  of  this  form  to  each  person  effected  . 


3 
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SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  following  works  were  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 

2  Privy  Closets  converted  to  Pail  Closets. 

1  Additional  Fresh  Water  Closet  and  Lavatory  Basin  pro¬ 
vided  on  Licensed  Premises. 

1  additional  Fresh  Water  Closet  provided  to  Business  pre¬ 
mises. 

4  additional  Fresh  Water  Closets  were  provided  to  Private 
Houses. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  Sanitary  Accommodation 
in  the  area  on  the  31st  December,  1952  : — 

Fresh  Water  Closets  4,395  Waste  Water  Closets  76 

Privy  Closets  .  28  Privy  Middens  .  13 

Pail  Closets  .  64  Dust  Bins  .  4,626 

REGISTER  OF  FACTORIES. 

Bleachers,  Dyers  and  Finishers  .  4 

Bakehouses  .  13 

Confectioners  .  2 

Gas  Appliances  .  1 

4'owel  and  Tape  Weaving  .  4 

Joiners  and  Builders  .  14 

Plumbers  .  5 

Cycle  Repairs  .  1 

Plastics  .  1 

Plaster  Casts  .  1 

Electrical  Repairs .  1 

Blacksmiths  .  1 

Engineers  .  1 

Weaving  .  1 

Furniture  Manufacturers,  etc .  3 

Motor  Engineers  .  3 

Tailors  and  Pressers  .  2 

Rubber  Works  .  1 

Boot  Repairers,  etc .  5 
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Bakehouses. 

37  inspections  were  made  to  the  13  bakehouses  in  the  area, 
which  were  found  to  be  maintained  satisfactorily. 

INFESTATION  ORDER,  1943. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1943. 

The  work  of  rodent  control  is  one  which  has  received  the  full 
attention  of  the  Department  during  the  year. 

There  are  two  employees  trained  in  the  recognised  technique 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  their  services  are  available  for 
dealing  with  infestations. 

In  the  work  of  rodent  control  the  department  have  received 
full  co-operation  from  the  public  by  immediate  notification  by  them 
on  becoming  aware  of  the  presence  of  rodents.  The  free  service 
for  treatment  of  private  dwellings  enjoyed  by  the  public  continues 
to  play  a  valuable  part  in  this  direction. 

Whitefield  forms  part  of  Workable  Area  Committee  No.  15, 
and  your  representatives  on  such  Committee  are  Councillor  H. 

Hodgson,  Councillor  H.  Miller,  and  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Your  Sanitary  Inspector  being  Chairman,  and  Councillor  Miller 

Deputy  Chairman  of  such  Committee. 

Councillor  Miller  and  your  Sanitary  Inspector  are  members 
of  the  Manchester  Regional  Rodent  Consultative  Committee. 
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TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 


Local 

Auth’ty 

(1) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(2) 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

(3) 

All  other 
(includ- 
Business 
premises 
(4) 

Total 

(5) 

1 .  Total  number  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority’s  District 

8 

4417 

16 

193 

4634 

2.  Number  of  Properties  inspected 
by  the  Local  Authority  during 
1952  as  a  result  of  (a)  notifica¬ 
tion  (b)  survey  or  otherwise. 

3 

(a) 

30 

1 

8 

42 

5 

(b) 

130 

15 

185 

335 

3.  Number  of  Properties  inspected 
(see  Section  2)  which  were  found 
to  be  infested  by  rats 

Major 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

Minor 

3 

10 

1 

5 

19 

4.  Number  of  Properties  inspected 
(see  Section  2)  which  were  found 
to  be  seriously  infested  by  mice. 

— 

4 

— • 

2 

6 

5.  Number  of  infested  Properties 
(see  Sections  3  and  4)  treated  by 
the  Local  Authority. 

10 

35 

_ 

7 

52 

6.  Number  of  Notices  served  under 
Section  4  : 

(1)  Treatment  . 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

(2)  Structural  Works 

(i.e.)  Proofing)  . 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

7 .  Number  of  cases  in  which  de¬ 
fault  action  was  taken  by  Local 
Authority  following  the  issue  of 
a  notice  under  Section  4 . 

8.  Legal  Proceedings  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Number  of  “Block”  control 
schemes  carried  out. 

NONE 
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Sewer  Treatment. 

The  sewer  maintenance  treatments  were  carried  out  during 
the  year,  with  an  operating  squad  of  one  operative  and  one  sewer 
man. 

First  Treatment. 

The  number  of  manholes  baited  was  516,  with  the  following 
results  : — 

Complete  take  from  1  manhole. 

Partial  takes  from  259  manholes. 

No  takes  from  256  manholes. 

Second  Treatment. 

Tli>e  number  of  manholes  baited  was  518,  with  the  following 
results  : — 

Partial  takes  from  274  manholes. 

No  takes  from  244  manholes. 

Ihe  following  table  gives  details  of  work  carried  out  on  busi¬ 
ness  premises. 

No.  of  Premises.  Hours.  Cost. 

12  122£  £26  5S.  7d. 

RAC  FLOCK  AND  FILLINC  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951. 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  area  used  for  the  manufacture 
of  rag  flock  or  other  filling  materials.  Two  premises  where  filling 
materials  are  used  have  been  registered. 

MOVABLE  DWELLINCS. 

There  are  no  camping  or  caravan  sites  in  the  area. 

STORACE  OF  PETROLEUM  AND  PETROLEUM  SPIRIT. 

14  licences  were  granted  for  the  keeping  of  Petroleum,  to 
which  the  Petroleum  Acts  apply.  3  licences  were  granted  for  the 
keeping  of  Cellulose  Solution  ;  each  licence  was  granted  for  a 
period  of  12  months. 
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CAME  ACT,  1831. 

1  Licence  to  deal  in  game  was  granted  by  the  Council. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

During  the  year  ten  timed  observations  were  taken  on  Works’ 
chimneys  in  the  area. 

Discussions  have  taken  place  with  Works’  Managers,  Engi¬ 
neers,  and  Boiler  Firemen  on  the  need  for  reduction  of  smoke 
emission. 

The  joint  scheme,  which  was  inaugurated  last  year  for  the 
investigation  of  atmospheric  pollution,  has  continued  to  function 
throughout  the  year. 

The  number  of  participating  authorities  on  the  31st  December 
was  17,  and  the  area  covered  is  approximately  70  square  miles. 
In  all,  32  lead  peroxide  gauges  are  installed  throughout  the  area, 
two  of  which  are  in  Whitefield. 

The  results  of  the  tests  for  the  year  are  shown  in  the  under¬ 
mentioned  table.  Such  results  show  an  improvement  on  those  of 
last  year : — 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sep. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Cricket 

Ground 

1-41 

1  *92 

1-36 

1-30 

0-94 

0-67 

0*56 

0-68 

1-02 

0-85 

1-54 

1-85 

Sewage 

Works 

2-25 

2-35 

1-60 

1-31 

1-18 

1-04 

0-91 

0-96 

1-10 

1-23 

1  -48 

1-94 

Results  in  mgm.  Sulphar  Trioxide  per  100  sq.  c.m.  exposed 
surface  per  day. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  House  and  Trade  Refuse. 

The  subject  matter  of  this  section  of  the  report  deals  with 
the  financial  year  ending  31st  March,  1953,  as  distinct  from  the 
rest  of  the  report,  which  is  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1952. 
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Refuse  Collection. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  a  weekly  col¬ 
lection  of  house  refuse  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  greater 
portion  of  the  year ;  holiday  periods  have  been,  of  course,  the 
exception  to  the  above.  Such  delay  in  collection  was  not  very 
noticeable,  and  the  Collecting  Stall'  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
the  conscientious  manner  in  which  they  carried  out  their  work  in 
all  weathers,  so  that  the  efficiency  of  the  Department  could  be 
maintained. 

The  work  is  carried  out  by  : — 

1-10  cubic  yard  Freighter,  with  six  loaders  employed 
full  time. 

1-9  cubic  yard  I7ordson  Jekta,  with  driver  and  one  loader 
employed  14  days  per  week. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  work  carried  out : — 

Bins  Emptied.  Pails  Emptied.  Privies  Emptied.  Loads. 
202,923  2,535  84  1,366. 

Salvage. 

Much  disappointment  was  experienced  during  the  period  under 
review  due  to  the  rapid  fall  in  the  price  of  waste  paper,  and  it 
will  be  seen  from  the  table  that  approximately  110  tons  of  paper 
was  sold  for  /,703  3s.  10d.,  whilst  for  the  year  1951/52  approxi¬ 
mately  143  tons  of  paper  was  sold  and  the  revenue  derived  was 
^2,587  17s.  8d.,  a  difference  of  j£l,884  13s.  lOd. 

Kitchen  Waste. 

The  Kitchen  Waste  Service  has  continued  to  function 
throughout  the  year.  Further  supplies  of  individual  containers 
were  put  out,  and  the  number  of  communal  bins  reduced.  There 
has  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  amount  collected  as  against 
that  of  last  year.  The  Department  are  endeavouring  to  remove 
all  communal  bins  from  the  streets  as  circumstances  allow. 


37 


Oust  Bin  Maintenance  Service. 

The  Dust  Bin  Maintenance  Scheme  continued  to  operate 
successfully  throughout  the  year.  283  dust  bins  were  replaced 
at  a  cost  to  the  Department  of  ^334  Os.  6d.,  whilst  the  amount 
allowed  in  the  Estimates  was  ^446. 

The  public  can  be  of  great  assistance  to  the  Council  in  keep¬ 
ing  the  cost  of  replacements  down  to  a  minimum  by  using  the 
bin  for  the  purpose  it  is  provided.  One  often  finds  that  dust  bins 
are  used  as  incinerators  and  thereby  reducing  the  life.  Another 
way  in  which  assistance  can  be  given  is  by  giving  the  bin  an 
occasional  coat  of  paint. 

Concentrate. 

The  amount  of  concentrate  sold  during  the  period  under 
review  was  92  tons  7  cwts.,  which  was  an  increase  of  18  tons 
8  cwts.  against  last  year. 
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REVENUE  FROM  SALES  OF  RESIDUALS. 

t.  c.  q.  lbs.  s.  d. 

Baled  Waste  Paper  .  110  14  2  21  703  3  10 

Rags  .  14  1  0  14  19  3 

Cartons  .  —  3  10  0 

Kitchen  Waste  .  263  0  2  0  912  2  1 

Concentrate  .  92  7  0  0  757  18  7 

Woollens  .  1  0  7  5  6  3 

Aluminium  .  1  T  14  5  14  2 

Bottles  .  13  10  4  15 


,  ^2,406  15  7 


COST  OF  COLLECTION. 

£  s.  d. 

Wages  .  2,278  1  1 

Transport .  1,127  8  5 

Holidays  .  132  13  7 

Sick  Pay  .  80  12  11 

Insurance  .  82  9  2 

Bins .  334  0  6 

Overalls  and  Cloves  .  45  14  11 

Pig  Swill  Buckets  .  45  0  0 

Depot  Charge  .  47  3  8 

Tools,  H%  .  62  12  1 


£4,235  16  4 
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COST  OF  DISPOSAL. 


Wages  . 

Transport  . 

Holidays  . 

Sick  Pay  . 

Insurance  . 

Bulldozer  . 

Gate  .  . . 

Padlock  . 

Coke,  Gloves  and  Overalls,  etc. 

Depot  Charges  . 

Stores  Tools  . 

Loan  Charges  . 


COST  OF  SALVAGE 

Wages  . 

Transport  (motor)  . 

Transport  (electric)  . 

Holidays  . 

Sick  Pay  . ' . 

Insurance  . 

Gloves  and  Overalls  . 

Depot  Charges  . 

Baling  Wire  . 

Concentrate  . 


£ 

s. 

d. 

629 

9 

7 

36 

12 

8 

22 

5 

4 

22 

15 

4 

88 

0 

7 

23 

12 

11 

9 

9 

27 

0 

9 

3 

0 

0 

12 

16 

0 

50 

10 

7 

^916 

13 

6 

£ 

s. 

d. 

845 

17 

0 

727 

7 

9 

637 

4 

0 

49 

5 

6 

29 

19 

0 

30 

12 

0 

17 

4 

4 

1 

17 

9 

13 

8 

6 

690 

15 

8 

^3,043  11  6 
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ACTUAL  EXPENDITURE. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

Collection  . 

4,235 

16 

4 

Disposal  . 

916 

13 

6 

Salvage . 

3,043 

11 

6 

£8,196 

1 

4 

Less  Receipts  from  Salvage,  Concentrate, 

and  Rents  . 

2,474 

9 

4 

j  Net  Cost  . 

5,721 

12 

0 

KITCHEN  WASTE  ACCOUNT. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Transport  . 

637 

4 

0 

Wages  . 

304 

15 

6 

Concentrate  . 

690 

15 

8 

£1,632 

15 

2 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Sale  of  Kitchen  Waste  . 

912 

2 

1 

Concentrate  . 

757 

18 

I 

£1,670 

0 

8 

Profit  from  Collection  of  Kitchen  Waste  and 

£37  5s.  6d. 


Sale  of  Concentrate 


I 


